
78 – Entombment of Christ 
Jacobo da Pontormo.  1525-28 C.E. Oil on wood 
 

 Video at Khan Academy 
 Altarpiece (Renaissance) 
 The Deposition is located above the altar of the Capponi 

Chapel of the church of Santa Felicita in Florence. 
 Artist’s masterpiece 
 This painting suggests a whirling dance of the grief-stricken 
 flattened space 
 what are we looking at? 

o No Cross is visible 
o  the natural world itself also appears to have nearly 

vanished: a lonely cloud and a shadowed patch of ground 
with a crumpled sheet provide sky and stratum for the 
mourners 

o  If the sky and earth have lost color, the mourners have 
not; bright swathes of pink and blue envelop the pallid, 
limp Christ 

 (new) style: called Mannerist –  
o By the end of the High Renaissance, young artists experienced a crisis:

[2]
 it 

seemed that everything that could be achieved was already achieved. No more 
difficulties, technical or otherwise, remained to be solved. The detailed 
knowledge of anatomy, light, physiognomy and the way in which humans register 
emotion in expression and gesture, the innovative use of the human form in 
figurative composition, the use of the subtle gradation of tone, all had reached 
near perfection. The young artists needed to find a new goal, and they sought 
new approaches.

[citation needed]
 At this point Mannerism started to emerge.

[2]
 The 

new style developed between 1510 and 1520 either in Florence,
[14]

 or in Rome, 
or in both cities simultaneously 

o The word mannerism derives from the Italian maniera, 
meaning "style" or "manner" 

o Role model: Laocoon 

o Started at the end of the High Renaissance and then was 
replaced (80 years later) by the Baroque 

o Encompassed a variety of approaches 

o Definition a matter of debate among art historians 

o Mannerism is notable for its intellectual sophistication as 
well as its artificial (as opposed to naturalistic) qualities.[3] 
Mannerism favours compositional tension and instability 
rather than the balance and clarity of earlier Renaissance 
painting 

 Swoon of the Virgin a new content image at the time 
 Self-portrait of artist at the extreme right 
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